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Everybody to-day will regard the preservation of the Union as
a blessing for America and the world. If the right of self-determina-
tion had been granted to the Sputh, this might have led to further
secessions and to the total dismemberment of the Union. Could
the great interior States, it was asked, allow those possessing the
seaports to cut off their direct access to the sea, and perhaps to
throttle their import and export trade ? Would not rivalries have
broken out in regard to the settlement of the great unoccupied
territories of the West which might have ended in the devastation
of America by constant wars ? More than half a century after
the end of the war an American President proclaimed the right of
self-determination as the clue to the lasting appeasement of
Europe. The consequences of this idealistic approach have
now become so patent that nobody would wish that America
should have had to go through a similar ordeal.
The Civil War too had a considerable influence in streqgthen-
ing the idea of unity in wide parts of the Union, The antagonism
between the North and the South smouldered on for at least
twenty years, but at last died down. The unity of the American
nation was never seriously menaced again. It only shows how
long old half-conscious traditions may linger, if even in our genera-
tioq an ecclesiastical conference took exception to the proposal to
introduce a prayer for the American nation because this savoured
too much of unity. It was resolved instead to pray for the United
States.*
The development of national unity in the North American
federation seemed to confirm Montesquieu's hopes that in a large
territory unity, and liberty could be combined by federation.
Very frequently Americans have asked why Europe could not
follow their example. It is clear, however, that the case of
America can in no way be compared with the conditions of
Europe. The number of the states which originally federated
was much smaller than the present one. They were all weak,
and had necessarily to join hands, if they wanted to hold their
own against England and other powers which then had large
colonies near by^ Most states developed later in the empty land
held by the Union, and in this way they were really created by
the federation. There were lastly no old rivalries and animosities
between the states such as poisoned relations between European
nations. With the exception of the War of Secession the Con-
tinent could develop in peace, and this was probably the factor
which decided the success of federation.
1 Cf. James Bryce, The American Commonwealth, vol. i, p. 2.